Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th November, 2011 at 7.30 pm

Other Members:
Councillors Ml Farrelly (Cathaoirleach), P. McGeough, L. Hatrick, J. Tenanty, F. Malone, D. Minogue, M. Kavanagh, P McKenny

Apologies:
 Cllr F McCoy


Officials:

J. McGuinness, DoS/Town Manager





S. O’Reilly, Act. Senior Executive Engineer




M Roe , Town Clerk

MINUTE 92/11

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 12th October, 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Minogue.

MINUTE 93/11
Matters Arising

It was agreed by all the Members that the events held over the Halloween weekend were a great success.

Town Clerk read out a letter of thanks to the Members from the Ardee Traders Assoc.

Paul Gallagher to attend the Budget Meeting on Wednesday 7th December at which time the members will make a presentation to mark his retirement.

MINUTE 94/11
Town Twinning
Cllr Tenanty advised the members that the sub committee were currently drafting a programme of events for St Patricks Day and that these will be brought to the next council meeting.
An invitation is to be extended to 4 delegates from Nettuno to attend St Patricks Day celebrations.  Town Clerk to send invitation.
MINUTE 95/11
Pay Parking 

J McGuinness briefed the Members on the final draft of the Pay Parking Bye Laws for on street and off street parking and control of skips.  A map showing the differed zones was explained and a discussion followed regarding a number of aspects of the scheme.

Among the questions raised by the Members were zoning, increase in fees and the possibility of 2 hours free parking.  J McGuinness explained how the zoning was decided upon and that long term parking would be reduced.  80c for 1 hour would still be considered good value.  He also stated that it would be practically impossible to enforce 2 hours free parking.  He stated, however, that it was proposed to give free parking on Saturday afternoons from 1.00 to 5.30pm.
It was asked if there was a possibility of providing ‘carers’ permits.  J McGuinness explained that this was not provided for in the legislation.

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Malone and seconded by Cllr McKenny that the Council write to the Minister to request a change in legislation to facilitate such a scheme.  This should be circulated to all Councils.

The bye-laws would go on public display for 4 weeks with an additional 2 weeks for written submissions

It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Minogue that Ardee Town Council write to the Enforcement section of Louth County Council requesting that they enforce the planning conditions regarding footpaths outside 2 shops on Ash Walk.

MINUTE 96/11
Planned Works

Sean O’Reilly, Acting Senior Executive Engineer circulated a list of works for November.  A number of items were discussed including:
· Noisy manhole cover on Castleguard Road (opposite old factory) and on Irish Street

· Reflectors for the barriers at the boys schools

· Was the new portion of the road from N33 to Sean O’Carroll Street taken in charge.   S O’Reilly stated that it was a public road but not taken in charge.
· Public lighting on Drogheda Road from petrol station to St Marys GFC.  SOR responded that this area was outside the town boundary.

MINUTE 97/11
Notice of Question

6.1 From Cllr McKenny
‘Has Heathergate estate been fully completed and if so, can it be handed over to the council for upkeep?”

Response:   The Developer, through his consultant, has made contact with Louth County Council regarding the taking in charge of this estate.  The application form and related documentation were sent out in May 2011.  No response has been received to date.

Cllr McKenny stated that there were a number of problems with this estate and that residents were anxious to see it taken in charge. 
S O’Reilly stated that the residents always have the option to lodge a plebiscite.  Any bond lodged by the developer might not be enough to do all the works required. Even if an estate is taken in charge this would not mean that works would be carried out, as these like everything else would be budget dependent.

MINUTE 98/11
Notice Of Motion

7.1 From Cllr McKenny
“That Ardee Town Council erect a memorial in a suitable location in the Fair Green to commemorate the men from Ardee who lost their lives in World War 1 and that their names be inscribed on it”
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Malone that Ardee Town Council would erect a memorial to commemorate the men from Ardee who lost their lives in World Wars.
A discussion followed regarding the possibility of moving the Lone Soldier from the Drogheda Road to the Fairgreen and to incorporate it in suitable location with the proposed new memorial.

Cllr Malone stated that permission would have to be sought from the Old IRA Committee to move the statue.

MINUTE 99/11
Notice of Motion from Other Councils
· Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Donegal County  Council – Charges on Owners of Septic Tanks

· Donegal County Council – Amendment of the Redundancy Payment Acts 1967-2007

· Donegal County Council – Family Home Bill 

All the above were marked as read and supported by the Members.
MINUTE 100/11
Any Other Business

Winter Ready: J McGuinness informed the members of the announcement of the Winter Ready initiative and copies of the booklet were circulated to all.  He stated that immediate removal of snow/ice was the key. He also stated that as Ardee was the first Age Friendly Town that with the continuing efforts from the Council and co-operation from the Traders that it would go a long way to keeping the main thoroughfares clear.
Cllr Tenanty suggested distributing the Winter Ready booklet to businesses.
Tallanstowns Win:Cllr Minogue extended congratulations to Tallanstown on its recent win in Canada.  

Town Council Powers: Cllr Tenanty circulated an item from the Irish Examiner regarding Minister Hogans plans to give town councils extra powers.  This was welcomed by all the members.

Use of Fairgreen: It was agreed by all the members present, on the request of Cllr McKenny, that Ardee Athletic Club could use the Fairgreen on St Stephens Day to run the Goal mile.   
N52: Cllr Malone questioned whether plans for N52 Mapestown Bridge could be viewed locally.  Town Clerk advised that a copy of the proposal was available in Fairgreen offices and also the Library in Ardee.
Commemoration – Cllr Malone advised that the Old IRA Commemoration would take place on 20th November and all members are invited

A5 Funding Withdrawal: Cllr McGeough expressed concern and disappointment at the Governments withdrawal of its commitment to fund the A5 Monaghan to Derry route.  Both Cllr McKenny and Cllr Malone concurred with these sentiments.
Ardee Castle: Cllr Minogue asked if Ardee Castle could be opened over the Christmas period for story telling.  Cllr Minogue to submit a schedule of events to Town Clerk.

Square Utd FC: Cllr Farrelly raised the issue that Square Utd FC currently have no changing facilities at the Boys School playing field.   It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly and seconded by Cllr Minogue that two representatives from the club would be asked to make a presentation at the next Council Meeting.
ATC Budget Meeting:  A Budget Meeting date was set for 7th December at 7.30pm.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________

Chairman
